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SERMON XXVIII. 
BY REV. RUSSELL STREETER. 


+ And not only so, but we also joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now received the atonement.” Romans 5: 11. 
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The vast importance attached to the doctrine of atonement by Jesus Christ. 
renders it proper for us to make it a subject of particular consideration. 
Our remarks will be characterized for brevity. ‘The value of a discourse is 
not always to be determined by its length. Let us devote our undivided at- 
= therefore, to the following exposition. 

. We shall define the phrase, atonement of Christ. This phrase is in the 
Ss of almost every one who speaks on the subject of the Christian rcli- 
gion. But alas! how few have any definite ideas or sentiments concerning 
it! Most people appear to be grasping at a multituae of morals and senten- 
ces, which convey no definite or intelligible meaning. ‘This is a very un- 
happy state of things, in relation to a subject of such acknowledged moment. 
It affords ambitious and designing men an opportunity of disposing of their 
learned and subtle arguments, ata very lucrative rate, and secures them a 
perpetual market for such merchandise, by keeping the people ignorant ef 
the subjects of their inquiry. They areas Ephraim feeding upon east wind. 
—continually dissatisfied ; and still longing for more of this unsubstagtia! 
food. 

[f the doctrine of atonement is a subject of revelation, then, most certain- 
ly, it can be defined and illustrated ; and if it is not a subject of divine reve- 
lation, the multitude ought to be informed of the fact, and govern themselves 
accordingly. Let us endeavor to settle this question, once for all, by a di- 
rect appeal to scripture and reason. 

The word atonement is found in no passage, except our text, in the New 
Testament. Iregard this, as an important fact. But the same original 
word, katallagen, which is rendered atonement, occurs frequently, and is 
translated—reconciliation. This is good evidence that it should be so trans- 
lated in the passage just read. It would make the Scriptures harmonious, 
and the meaning of the text easy of apprehension. Its meaning would be ob- 
vious to all. 'Thus—* And not only so, but we also joy in God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation.” 
“ God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.”” Dr. Adam Clarke, 
in his Commentary, supports ‘this view ofthe subject. He saysx—“It was 
certainly improper to translate katallagen here, by atonement, instead of 
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reconciliation ; as katallasso signifies to reconcile, aud is so rendered heats 
translators in all places where it oceurs. [¢t does not mean the atonemen} 
liere, [where does it?] as we [ Methodists] generally understand the word 
viz the sacrificial death of Christ ; but rather the effect of that atonement, 
the removal of ihe enmity, and by this, the change of our conition and State - 
from kata, insensitive, and allasse, to change ; the thorough change of er 
state from enmity to friendship.” We esteem the testimony of the learned 
Commentator, in this case, as highly imporiant. For it must be considered 
that he was hteraily compelied so to render the word, and did not do it from 
choice. He could not in conscience do such violence to the apestle’s lan- 
guage, as to retain the word atonement, 28 the best and correct translation of 
the original word. He admitted the truth of this, though it put his old no. 
tion of atonement, viz. the sacrificial death of Christ, in jeopardy. We wish 
all Commentators would exhibit equal candor. If all our spiritual guides 
would be as frank and honest, in their avowal of their sober convictions, the 
common people would so understand the doctrine of atonement by Jesus Christ. 
They would see that it means the same, as reconciliation to God, or a thor. 
ough change from enmity to friendship, and from darkness to light, or from 
error to truth. Sucha chance of heart or moral condition is very desirable, 
and a revival of religion directed to this end, would be promotive of cenuine 
reformation. Would preachers exhibit the doctrine of atonement, as above 
explained, it would naturally tend to the people’s advancement in knowledge 
and virtue—in their reconciliation to the mora! government of God. Then 
would our text perfectly harmonize with the next preceding verse, as well as 
with many other scriptures. 

st if any are tenacious of words, and especially, are determined to re- 
ceive the Bible in the dress in which it was presented by king James’ transla- 
tors; we have only toask their indulgence for a moment, and they will per- 
ecive that the state of the argument will be the same. For we have it from 
good authority—and indeed it will be disputed by none—that the primitive 
import of atonement, agrees very nearly with reconciliation; so that we on- 
ly prefer the latter word on account of its greater force and perspicuity, in 
the case we are considering. Atonement is a sort of compound word, being 
composed of three monosyilables, viz at-one-ment; and implies agreement, 
harmony, union. When the unreconciled receive the atonement, then, they 
are brought to an agreement with God. They harmonize and unite in his 
pleasur and precepts. ‘This language is, Not my will, but thine, O God, 
be done. Hence the gospel is called “the word of reconciliation’’—* the 
ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was im Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself.” See 2 Cor. 5: 18, 19, 20. 

But will similar remarks to apply to this subject, as it is interwoven in 
schemes of human invention? Do they confine the work of atonement excla- 
sively to the creature? Wethink not. Even Dr. Clarke, candid as we have 
seen him, could not be satisfied, without dragging into his remarks on our 
text, the old notion of sacrificial atonement. Like thousands of others, e- 
qually renowned for erudition and talents, he could not think it was enough 
for the sinner to be thoroughly changed in the state of his mind, from enmity 
to friendship ; but God himself must also—if we may reverentiy speak it—hbe 
changed, or become reconciled to the sinner! He probably had his eye on 
that darling point in orthodox theology, which represents one Person in “ the 
adorable Trinity,”’ as dying upon the cross, to satisfy divine justice. and re- 
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concile another Person in the Godhead, to a sinful world!! Horrible! horri- 
pleindeed! 'The mere mentioning of such an absurdity, is sufficient in this 
day of critical inquiry, to ensure its rejection. Its refutation is unprinted on 
its very face. Hence it may be s: afely dismissed without ceremony. 

9. Weshall next treat of the necessity of atonement or reconciliation by 
Jesus Christ. And here too, we must be guided by the testimony of revela- 
tion. Romans 5: 6, 7, 8. For when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die; yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. But 
God commendeth his love toward us, " that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” See Also, Col. 1: 19, 20, 21. “For it pleased the 
Father, that in him should ali fulness dwell And, haying made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to: reconcile all things unto himself; by him, 
I say, whether they be things i in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that 
were sometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by: wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled.’ 

Man’s moral or spiritual condition, then, rendering the reconciliation ne- 
cessary, is evident from the above scriptures. It isastate of sin—ungodli- 
ness, enmity, alienation from God by wicked works. The change which he 
experiences 1n being reconciled, makes him virtuous, godly, friendly and 
near to God by good works. ‘Thus are the doctrine and morality of the gos- 

] united. So long as man continues unreconciled, he must be miserable. 
Reconciliation is essential to happiness. It is God’s most benevolent work 
upon the heart, and produces pure bliss. To meet the necessities of the case, 
it must be general or universal; for, Paul s says, “ We have before proved 
that both Jews and Gentiles were all under sin ; z and the sad experience and 
observation of all ages, fully corroborate that degrading fact. God beheld 
aworld lying in wic edness, and therefore, determined to reconcile the whole 
world to himself, by making all men holy, and consequently happy. 

And yet, this doctrine only provokes another question, viz how did men 
become sinners, so as to need reconciliation? This question has become a 
sort of gordian knot among theologians, and must be answered by appeal to 
the scriptures, or notatall. Let St. Paul attempt an answer.—* Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon allmen, for thatall have sinned.’’ The meaning evidently is, 
that all sin may be traced back to one man, Adam, as the source from which 
it sprang, or the occasion of its existence. But tlre apostle could not mean. 
either that Adam was morally accountable fer the sins of his posterity, or they 
forhis. Such a thing is utterly inconceivable. Strictly speaking, one man 
cannot be punished for the sins of another; and yet, he may suffer i in conse- 
quence ofthem. T here i is an essential difference between suffering by rea- 
son of another person’s sins, and being punished asa sinner. Such a state 
of suffering may be called a misfortune or calamity, but not a punish- 
ment. 

The innocent frequently suffer, in a great degree, in consequence of being 
connected with the guilty; but they do not, on that account, participate in 
their guilt. And so may individuals, families, and even communities, be 
contaminated by wicked examples and corrupt precepts, and be led into sin 
and consequent wretchedness ; but they suffer no further, morally, than they 
voluntarily sin against their own knowledge or convictions of right and wrong. 
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All be-ide this, may be reckoned on the score of calamities, to which al] On 
earth, the innocent as well as the criminal, are liable. 


On the other hand, people enjoy innumerable blessings in consequence of 


the virtues of others; but they are not bestowed as rewards, under such cir- 
cumstances. The most profligate and wicked, share in the fruits of beney- 
olent exertion ; but they do not share in the virtues of their benefactors, The 
dispensation of blessings and calamities, belongs to Him, by whose pleas- 
ure we have eur existence, and our respective allotments of good and eyil, 
prosperity and adversity, enjoyment and suffering. He alone can under. 
stand the consequences of human actions, as they influence the conditions of 
others, ina thousand different ways, inscrutable to finite observation ; but. 
of one thing we may be certain, that each individual is rewarded according 
to his own works, whether good or ill. . 

Henee, although Adam’s transgression stands at the head of the long eata- 
lomue of crimes, yet, each individual of his offspring has been accountable 
for hisown conduct. So thought St. Paul, who says,—* For as by one man, 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned.’ Here is no ambiguity ; the reason why all 
have been condemned is, that all have sinned, personally. No man is inthe 
least danger of suffering condemnation as a reward of vice, unlesss he js 
personally sinful; nor can any one rationally expect personal justification, 
till he becomes personally holy. Neither blame nor praise can be transfer. 
1ed from one person to another, or be imputed, (as some would say) any 
more than eye-sight, hearing, hunger, thirst, pain, or any other sensation. 
Now, if we adopt the rule of interpretation here laid down, Scripture and rea- 
son will harmonize, and men be blest witha clear understanding ofthe Truth 
as itis in Jesus. 

3. The joy consequent upon reconciliation, claims a moment’s attention. 
* And not only so, but we joy also in God, &c.”* All who participate in the 
same reconcilement of heart and mind, will, in the same degree, partake of 
the joys above mentioned. All unreconciliation produces misery. How 
great must that be then, which arises from alienation of heart—enmity to the 
fountain of goed ; and abandonment to wicked works ? How deplorable the 
cor lition of all, who riot in opposition to the holy law of love, which God 
has given for our felicity, through faith, obedience, and acknowledgment 
of the truth ? Such was the former condition of those of whom Paul spake. 
They were children of iniquity and wrath, even as others, till they beheld 
by the clear eye of faith, the exceeding riches of grace in the gospel of God. 
'Thev beheld—were convinced—and reconciliation followed. They had 
joy in this life, by contemplating a blissful immortality to come. 

“And all who now become reconciled, or receive the atonement, in a sim- 
ilar manner, will participate of similar joys, and rejoice and exult in the man- 
ifestation of divine love ; infinite goodness and grace. They will not only 
experience 

« What nothing earthly gives or can destroy, 
«« The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart felt joy,” 
but look forward by the vision of faith, and soar on the pinions of hope, to 


those cloudless regions of day, where bloom unwithering flowers in the fair 
fields of immortality and glory. Who then will not heed the exhortation, 
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«be ye reconciled to God ?”? Who would repine under the conviction; that 
universal reconciliation will succeed the wide ; spread commoticns of the 
human mind ? the turbulent agitations of a world lying in wickedness ? None, 
we answer fearlessly, Nonx, who are real disciples of Christ. ‘The recon- 
ciliation of the whole world, will be productive of complete, universal holi- 
ness and bliss; and the same hallowed affections which would lead us to de- 
sire these, will cause us to rejoice in the contemplation of that, by which they 


‘will be produced and perpetuated.—Amen. 


SERMON XXVIII. 
BY REV. HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. 


“They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, 
Peace, when there is no peace.” JeRemian 6: 14 





Every one knows that a wound may be so managed by a surgeon as to heal 
Jightly over, and appear cured, and after all be left in a worse condition than 
ever, to fester in secret, and to eat away the life of the victim. Such is the 
case mentioned in our text: “they have healed also the hurt of the daughter 
of my people slightly.” 

They, who had been guilty ofthis mismanagement, were the prophets and 
priests ; as we discover by the preceding verse : “ from the prophet even un- 
to the priest, every one dealeth falsely ; they have healed also the hurt of the 
daughter of my people slightly.”” The Lord had prepared us, by what he 
said in the end of the foregoing chapter, to expect no better result from the 
management of this reverend class: ** A wonderful and horrid thing is com- 
mitted in the land ; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule 
by their means ; and my people love to have it so.”” Chap. 5: 30, 31, 

‘It scarcely needs to be remarked, that by the wound which had been thus 
dightly healed, we are to understand, a sinful disposition,—an inclination to 


transgress : the worst and most malignant wound that ever afflicted human 


nature. 
And the plain meaning of our text, when divested of its figurative dress, 


is, that the prophets and priests of that age, pretended to heai the moral dis- 
orders of the people, and finally professed to have actually done it, saying, 
“Peace, Peace,’’ but that, afterall, they had, in reality, succeeded no far- 
ther than to render the people what Christ afterwards pronounced them, like 
whited sepulchres, fair without, but within full of all manner of uncleanness, 
All they had done was but outside appearance ; the hearts of the people they 
had left as sinful as ever. 

But it is of little use to call up the faults and mismanagement of a set of 
priests who lived two or three thousand years ago, unless their mistakes may 
serve to detect similar mismanagements among ourselves. Was it only in 
the days of Jeremiah, that the priests were ever liable to fal! into such « per- 
nicious mistake ? Let us see. 

Let us examine the medicines and treatment used by the priests of latter 
times, to heal the hurt of the daughter of God’s people. Let us see whether 
the doctrines and modés of preaching now generally relied upon to reform 
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the world, are, m their natural influence, salutary, and calculated to effect 
this purpose. We will begin where those doctrines begin, with the charac. 
ter they attribute to human nature. You all know that it is a fundamenta! 
article of orthodoxy, that all mankind, in their natural state are totally de- 
prave xd. ‘This notion runs through the whole range of common preaching, 
and leavens every portion of religious instruction which orthodoxy aflords, 
Now my friends what is the natural influence of this one scntiment,—tota] 
depravity / It certainly teaches sinners that they cannot render themselves 
worse, do what they will, than they already are ; for who was ever so stupid 
as to imagine that man could become mere than v holly depraved! But is this 
salutary ? Is it not on the contrary, highly pernicious to destroy all appre. 
rension of greater crimmality, and thus to remove that natural caution whieh 
preserves the recular and the prudent from the excesses of wickednesses ? 
But this is not all; this system teaches mankind not only that they cannot 
render themselves worse, but also that they cannot make themselves better, 
han they already are. My friends, I do not misrepresent this system, when 
! say that it requires men, on pain of eternal damnation, to believe that they 
can produce no change, no improvement in their minds which will be really 
for the better ; and that, until God sees fit to effect a miraculous change, 
contrary to their whole nature, all their actions, and all their thoughts, be 
they seemingly good or bad, are alike infinitely wicked, and offensive in his 
sight. Preachers often tell sinners, in so many words, that to break off their 
vicious habits and to reform their lives, is to do nothing at all towards gain- 
ing the one thing needful ; and that to devote their attentions to this, is in 
fact, only to lay a snare to entrap themselves in he!! with the deluded moral- 
ists. Such is the doctrine, which thousands who do not believe a word of 
it, still support, because they think it the best calculated to promote morali- 
ty! I have often reflected on the subject ; and if an individual may be allow- 
ed to ‘shew his opinion’ in oppesition to half the community, f say that the 
doctrine of total depravity is a poison so powerful, that, if made an impor- 
iant part of any system, it must neutralize every good property that ever was 
ar ever can be, aeons . with it. 

But it will, perhaps, be urged, netwithstanding orthodoxy teaches all that 
iF as been seo «l, yet ‘it also exhorts sinners to repent and to become re- 
ligious 5 by threatening endiess torment on those who refuse or neglect. Let 
all this be granted ; : though it may be doubted whether it urges the most 
powerful motives,—and we will, for the present pass over the absurdity of 

exhorting men to do what it denounces as damnable heresy to imagine 
they can do,—we will enly ask, what is the great work which it thus urges, 
and would compel people to perforin? Answer: to fear hell; and to be wil- 
ling to be damned. My friends, we have not accustomed ourselves to in- 
quire, with sufficient attention, into the object of the affecting exhortations 
and appalling ihreatenings of orthodexv. Let us be mere particular. Is if 
+o forsake their evil courses, to reform their conduct, to repent of the several 
sins they themselves have committed, and to commit them no more, that sin- 
ners are exhorted ? No, indeed this is by no means the great, the all-impor- 
tant duty. Preachers ofthe doctrine under consideration, take particular 
oaims to caution the sinner against mistaking this for the ‘ one thing needful.’ 
This, they declare, is not religion, but dead morality ; with all of which, 
one may just as well be damned, as without it. ‘They sometimes inform us, 
how particular persons have lost the spirit of conviction, in this way: and 
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_ seared their consciences, and sealed their dreadful doom. The Lord, 
tissaid, had begun to operate on their minds ; they were ina hopeful way ; 
shey had become aroused from their lethargy, and awakened to a sense of 
heir horrible condition. But, ales! the devil came, and told them to amend 
iheir moral characters ; and they, deluded victims, took up with the fatal 
advice, and so sunk again into their false security, to awake no more, till 
they stall wake in hell! 

Indeed, it is not uncommon for these preachers to say, expressly, that the 
abandoned wretch is in a fairer way of religion, than the virtuous moral 


n. 
What is it, then, that they mean by exhorting us to repentance ? Why, 
they mean that we should repent, not so much of our own particular vices 
or crimes, but of that desperately wicked nature, with which it is said, we 
were born inio the world ; or rather, that we should be alarmed on account 
ofit. ‘They mean that we should feel ourselves to be the subjects of God’s 
wrath and curse, on account of this nature ; that we should despair of alter- 
ing our condition ; aud be brought to realize that nothing but a miracle on 
the part of heaven can afford us relief. ‘These are the prime objects of all 
their exhortations, of all their promises and threatenings. Ilowever great 
we may suppose the force which their system can exert, we must remember 
that all that force is concentrated to such points as these, and here expen- 
ded. Morality, or natural Virtue, instead of finding her cause warmly pa- 
tronized by it, is treated rather as a heathen, vainly intruding herself into 
christian company. 





SERMON XXIX. 


“Which say to the Seers, see not; and to the Prophets, Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto us smooth things and prophesy deceits.”—J/saiah 30: 10. 


This passage has been often used to reflect a suspicious color on what is 
called smooth preaching, and to vindicate the propriety of a more terrific 
kind of religious instruction.— When hearers grow weary of being told that 
they are totally depraved, and heirs of endless woe, they are solemnly rebu- 
ked for joinmg with the ancient Jews, and seying to their faithful ministers, 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us sinooth things, prophesy de- 
ceits, and especially, if a preacher comes along, who teaches that God is 
Love and equally good unto all; that all mankind are his children, and that 
he isin reality a Father unto them,—the cry is immediately raised, smooth 
preaching, smooth preaching! 

Such opposers forget, or perhaps never knew that the Gospel itself is but 
another expression for glad tidings. ‘They are too thoughtless to reflect that 
if proclaiming good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people, be in any 
manner wrong, itis God, not man, that must answer for it, before the tri- 
bunal. What aclamorous life would these modern opposers have led, had 
they lived when Christ sent out his twelve apostles and seventy disciples with 
orders to pronounce peace upon every city and house into which they enter- 
ed! “Peace, Peace, unto him that is far off, and unto him that is near. saith 
the Lord: gnd TI will heal him.” 
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. ‘The smooth and deceitful prophesying, which the Jews called for, aécor. 
ding to the passage at the head of these remarks, had no reference to any 
thine that exists at the present day. it was altogether ofa political nature 
and related wholly to national concerns, as the reader will perceive by aa 
wumining the preceding part of the chapter from which the passage is taken 
The Jews are there reproved for trusting in the shadow of Egypt, ana 
strengthening themselves inthe strength of Pharaoh, the Egyptian king 
‘They were then told that Pharaoh and Egypt, in whom they trusted, should 
prove their shame and confusion ; for that Egypt would despise a people so 
small and weak as the Jews. 
| 'n order to understand the whole ofthis subject, it must be observed, that 
in the preceding chapter fsaiah had foretold the captivity of Jerusalem by the 
Assyrians. ‘The Jews, however, it seems, did not believe the prophet. They 
knew that Egypt and Assyria were rival nations, and watched each other’s 
inovements with the utmost jealousy ; and they flattered themselves that should 
Assyria attempt to subjugate them, Egypt would gladly become their ally, in 
which case they had nothing to fear. ‘They trusted in the shadow of Egypt; 
and while Isaiah was warning them of captivity, they felt so secure, that they 
commanded the prophets whom they had under their direction, to speak only 
smooth things, and cherish their hopes of the protection of Pharaoh. , 
But God told them, as we have observed, that Pharaoh would prove their 
shame. And so it actually turned out: for when the calamities which Isaiah 
had threatened came upon them, it was Pharaoh himself who was the author 
ofthem. Pharaoh Necho first invaded Judea, defeated and slew king Josiah 
at Mesiddo, put his successor, Jehoiakim, in bonds, and carried him to 
Egypt, after having laid a tax upon the country. This roused the Jealousy 
of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Assyria. He saw with indignation, that the ri- 
val kingdom of Eeypt had extended its conquests towards his own borders 
and be gathered his forces, came and wasted Judea, took Jerusalem, which 
he nearly destroyed, and carried the people to Babylon, where they remain- 
ed about seventy years. 

Let the reader, with all these circumstances before him, peruse the chap- 
ter unde consideration, and he will perceive the smooth prophesying, there 
tnentioned, was not the preaching of any particular scheme of religion, but 
the prophesying of a national peace and security, when, in fact, the country 
was ere long to become a conquered province of Assyria. Such is the cir- 
ciumstanee from which the unhappy ignorance of modern teachers has taken 
occasion to raise all the ery of ‘smooth Preaching.’ _ It is certainly to be wish- 
ed, that before men set up for instructers of others, they would themselves 
learn to understand what they say and whereof they affirm. 

it is curious to observe how the charge of smooth preaching is managed. 
Sometimes an orthodox preacher will bring it against another, who though be- 
lieving just as he does, has not the faculty or the courage to hold up the ter- 
rors of his doctrine so as to appal his congregation ; sometimes the whole or- 
thodox party unites and brings it against the Unitarians and the Universalists : 
and sometimes the Unitarians themselves come forward and venture to lay the 
accusation at the door of the Universalists. It is a sort of foot-ball that has 
been kicked around the whole field of controversy, nobody agreeing where, 
orto whom, it belonged. It belongs to those who made it; and like any 
other ridiculous thing, had better be kept at home. lest it should expose the 
folly of its authors 
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VISITER AND TELEGRAPH. 


« Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge, 
but he that hateth reproof is brutish.” 


Demetrius, the silversmith, who made 
shrines for the goddess Diana, felt that his 
craft was in danger when Paul preached to 
the Ephesians, and was fearful lest the 
goddess should eventually be despised, and 
her magnificence destroyed. But why did 
he fear? Was not the fame of Diana es- 
tablished upon the immutable principles of 
truth? Alas! because he knew the contra- 
ry to be the fact, he feared and felt. But 
where did he feel? He felt in a tender 
spot—his pocket. His wealth was at stake 
—his craft was in danger! Hence arose 
the necessity of putting down that heretic 
—thatinfidel, Paul * * * * 

“ The Reformer is the name of a news- 
paper which is faithfully devoted to the 
cause of infidelity.” 

Thus commences an editorial article of 
nearly two columns, in the * Visiter and 
Telegraph,” published at Richmond, Va. 
and devoted to the cause of self-styled or- 
thodoxy. The editor is verily in fear.— 
Like Demetrius, he feels (in his pocket) 
that his craft is in danger, and that The 
Reformer, and other infidel publications, 
are producing a moral renovation, which 
will result in the downfal of p-iestly dom- 
ination. If the cause advocated by the 
Visiter and Telegraph is founded on the 
principles of truth, why need its editor fear 
investigation? A house built upon a rock 
will abide the rage of the tempest and the 
tornado; and he who is assured of being 
an inhabitant thereof, will smile from his 
exaltation upon the puny efforts of those 
whom he believes to have made lies their 


refuge. But he who is conscious that he 





has bnilt without foundation on the sand, 
dreads the coming on of the gentle breeze 
which would cool his feverish brow. 

By examining what principles are incul- 
cated in the Reformer, we shall], 1. Ascer- 
tain what the editor of the Visiter and 
Telegraph understands by the term “ infi- 
delity,” and, as the latter publication is 
intended to sustain what the former oppo- 
ses, and to oppose what the Reformer sus- 
tains, we shall, 2. Ascertain the views of 
the orthodox paper under review as it re- 
spects the principles of Christianity. 

1. What principles does the editor of the 
Reformer endeavour to sustain—and what 
does he oppose ? The right of private judg- 
ment, the privilege of worshipping God 
according to the dictates of our own con- 
sciences, freedom 6f discussion, and the 
constitutional liberties of the citizens of 
the United States, may be mentioned as 
the leading features of the doctrines sus- 
tained by the editor of the Reformer. 

2. He is opposed to Bible, Tract, and 
Missionary Societies, being of opinion that 
they are but links in the chain with which 
bigoted sectarians would shackle the mind 
of man, and establish a hierarchy in this 
(now) free country—-he is opposed to 
priestly influence, believing that it is gra- 
dually tending to a union of church and 
state, and the introduction of a worse than 
inquisitorial tyranny. 

This, then, is what the pious editor of 
the Visiter considers infidelity—for this is 
the object of the editor of the Reformer. 
Now, inasmuch as the former advocates 
what the latter opposes, and vice versa, it 
will follow that the writer of the article 
under review— 

1. Opposes “the right of private judg- 
ment, the privilege of worshipping God 
according te the dictates of our own con- 
science, freedom of discussion, and the con- 
stitutional liberties of the citizens of the 
United States.” For if he does not, he is 
as much an infidel on these points as the 
editor of the Reformer. But does he not 
oppose freedom of discussion ? Certainly— 
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for he wishes to put such papers as advo- 
cate this point out of circulation—and to 
effect this object charges their editors and 
readers with propagating infidelity. in op- 
he opposes the right of pri- 


Ore gee 


posing this, 
vate judgment—attempts to compel all 
men to worship as he worships—and this 
opposes our constitational liberties.—— 
These points the editor of the Visiter must 
concede, or agree that he is as confirmed 
an infide! on these subjects as the editor 
of the Reformer. 

2. The writer of the article under re- 
view, advocates what the Reformer oppo- 
ses—ergo, he advocates the creed of a sect, 
anwarrantable priestly influence, and Bi- 
ble, Tract, and Missionary Societies as the 
means of uniting church and —_ and es- 
tablishing a national religion! These are 
opposed by the Reformer. If f am 
mistaken in the editor’s views, he is 
opposed to priests as men, but to their in- 


not 


fluence as priests, and the unwarrantable 


and dangerous use of that influence. He 


is not opposed to the Societies we have ! 


mentioned as the means of doing much 
good—but to the perversion of their osten- 
sible object. Facts which are indisputable 
warrant the opinion that they have become 
altogether sectarian, and, by 
priestly influence, are hurrying on to the 
(orthodox) devoutly wished-for consum- 
mation—that of an ecclesiastical establish- 
If the editor of the Visiter opposes 


means 


ment. 
such an event, he is as infidel in depreca- 
ting it, as the editor of the Reformer, and 
would be as infidel in practice, had he as 
sufficient evidence that such is the grand 
object of a “christian party in politics. 
Has the editor of the Visiter ever read Dr. 
Ely’s 4th of July Sermon? A candid peru- 
sal thereof will convince him, (though un- 


willingly) that his implied contradiction of 


the design of a certain sect, has been made 
without due knowledge and consideration. 


“In respect to the tendency of these 
publications, [the Reformer, Universalist 
papers, &e. which he calls infidel] it may 
be remarked, that at home, where those 
who conduct them are well known, they 


not | 


of | 





do comparatively but little injury ; they 
have little influence in the njury whars 
they are printed, except over the most yi- 
cious and ignorant part of Society. There, 
their statements pass for what they are 
worth.” 


Such is the language of the article un- 
der review! Is this the evidence of the 
writer’s “benign spirit of Christianity ?” 
Of the Universalist editors and writers we 





shali say nought—it might appear ecotis- 


tical. Butis the editor of the Visiter ac. 
quainted with Theophilus R. Gates, the 
editor of the Reformer? 


tell him that from personal knowledge, | 


If he is not, I can 


can truly say, that [ know not a more wor- 


thy man. He is no sectarian—no stickler 
for a creed. 
by his fruits (and how else shall we judge?) 


| he is truly a disciple of Christ. 


But if we are to judge him 


Philan- 
thropic in his views, and liberal as it re- 
gards those who differ from him in senti- 
iment, he feels no desire to set at nought 
his brother, and doom him to eternal mis- 
ery. The statements of such a man, will, 
and do, pass for what * they are worth,” 





and where he is ‘wel/ known.’ 
will 
We leave 


> at home,” 
Those 
doubt, at least, his sincerity. 


only, who know him not, 





| the expression, “ the most vicious and ig- 
{ g 
> for the individual 


A. C.-T. 


norant part of society,’ 
comment of our readers.” 





PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 
Upon no subject do we dwell with grea- 
ter delight than that of the progress of lib- 
eral christianity. ‘The mind of man has 
so long been manacied, and so long has the 
night ‘cloud of superstition hung dreary 
and chili over the moral world, that every 





us, appears as tidings from a * better land, 
and the harbinger of a ‘new heaven and 
vew earth, in which dwelleth righteous- 
s 
| ness. 


} 
| 
| 
” | ray of light which breaks in splendor upon 


To every liberal mind, the progress of 
| liberal sentimonts must be acceptable—and 
| knowing that ihe readers of the Herald are 
of the liberal caste, we have, from time to 
time, given such information on this sub- 
ject, as has been communicated to us. 

Br. O. Wuiston, who recently commen- 
(ced the ministry of reconciliation, lately 
' visited the town of Salem, N. J., in whieh 
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place he oary a majority of the inhabitants 
favorably disposed to the beliefin the final 
reconciliation of all men. He delivered 
two,discourses to audiences of about 600, 
who appeared to be anxious inqguirers for 
the truth which maketh free. Asis usual 
on such occasions, he was anathematized, 
and delivered over to the sole use and be- 
hoof of Satan forever, by our opponents. 
The Methodist clergyman spoke of him as 
an infidel, &c., and the Episcopal brother, 
taking “ time by the forelock,”’ denounced 
him before he had publicly delivered his 
message of peace. ‘These are favorable in- 
dications of the future progress ofthe cause. 
Our friends talk strongly of erecting a 
church. 

On the 6th imstant, he delivered a dis- 
course at Norristown, Pa. to an attentive 
and crowded audience’; and on the Sun- 
day following, visited Reading, Pa. The 
progress of truth j in this beautiful town is 
truly great. The fanaticism of Finney, 
instead of retarding, has urged the march 
of intellectual emancipation. 

Having myself recently visited the inte- 
rior of this state our readers may probably 
be gratified to learn, that under the charge 
of Br. Benjamin Whittemore, the Society 
in Troy, N. Y. is in a flourishing condi- 
tion. Their present chapel is too small for 
the accommodation of the hearers, who 
contemplate erecting a larger edifice. 

The Society at Saratoga Springs, after 
a series of discouraging circumstances, is 
recovering from its lukewarm state, under 
the care of Br. S. R. Smith, who consent- 
ed to spend a few Sundays with them. 

The Society at Utica sometime since 
commenced the erection of a brick edifice, 
ina very eligible situation. 

At Clinton, N. Y. ag Society enjoys 
the stated services of Br. S. R. Smith. It 
is needless to say, that under his care, the 
cause flourishes. 

At Madison, N. Y. the Society, though 
large and very respectable, has been desti- 
tute of a preacher for about a year. I de- 
livered two discourses in the church, (a 
very fine building) to large audiences. A 
lecture was appointed at a schoolhouse, 
about half a mile from the village, which 
was very well attended. 

In conclusion, I would remark, that 
there are six or eight Societies in that sec- 
tion of country, to one preacher!!!! And 
why is this so? For no other reason, than 
that preachers cannot be obtained ! 

A. C. T. 
Extract of a letter from Missouri. 


Courage, mv dear Sir. “ All’s 





well.” 


The true light shines with increasing radi- 
ance ; truth is prevailing over the errors of 
bigotry, superstition, and tradition.” 


a 





‘And darRness and doubt are now fleeing 
away, 
No lounger we roam in conjecture forlorn : 
So breaks on the traveller, faint and astray, 
The bright and the balmy effulgence of 
morn.’ 


UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATIONS 

The New-York and Philadelphia Asso- 
ciation, will meet at Philadelphia, on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday (2d and 3d 
days) in September next. 

The Hudson River Association, will 
meet at Saratoga Springs, on the 2d Wed- 
neseay and Thursday, (9th and 10th) of 
September. 

The Old Colony Association will meet 
at Plymouth, Mass. the first Wednesday 
in September. 

The Franklin Association will hold a 
meeting at Townshend, Vt. on the second 
Wednesday in September. 

The Northern Association of Universal- 
ists will hold a session at Williamstown, 
Vt. on the first Wednesday and Thursday 
in October. 

The Quarterly Conference of Universal- 
ist ministers, was to have been holden at 
Milford, Mass, on the third Wednesday 
and Thursday in August. The Rocking- 
ham, and also the Chenango Association 
were also to meet on the same days. | 

The Grenerat Convention will hold its 
annual session in Winchester, N. H. on 
the third Wednesday and Thursday in 
September. 


THE GOSPEL, 

The signification of the word gospel, is 
glad tidings, or good news. It was this 
the disciples were commanded to proclaim. 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” 

Now, is it not evident, that those who 
promulgate the doctrine of unending dam- 
nation, do not “ preach the gospel?” Is it 
not evident that their preaching is opposed 
to the gospel ° 
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CONSISTENCY, 

From the earliest preaching of Univer- 
salism to the present time, its advocates 
have been continually declaiming against 
human creeds. This is as it should be.— 
But the story is not yet told. There is 
scarcely a Universalist society formed, that 
does not frame an iron bedstead in the 
shape of a creed. We do admire consist- 
ency above all things. Let Universalists 
burn their own articles of belief, before 
they condemn creed manufactories; let 
them first pull the beam from out their 
own eyes, and then they can talk about 
motes in the eyes of others. As the case 
now stands, wherein we judge others, we 


condemn eurselves. 


MUTATIONS 
OF SELF STYLED ORTHODOXY. 

Among all the changes of this transitory 
world, there is nothing that has changed 
so often as orthodoxy. Where now is the 
darling tenet, that Jehevah, by an arbitra- 
ry decree, before the foundation of the 
world, doomed a vast portion of his ra- 
tional offspring to never-ending sin and 
misery? Gone! No one has courage to 
preach election and reprobation. Where 
now is the doctrine of infant damnation ? 
Consigned to oblivion. Its former propa- 
gators deny that it was ever preached, as 
they will fifty years hence, that the doc- 
trine ef endless cruelty was ever believed. 

Where now is the Arminian that advo- 
eates the doctrine that Jesus Christ died 
to reconcile God to the world ?” He is 
not to be found. The truth is, there isa 
mighty work of REFORMATION going on 
throughout the earth. The order of things 
is completely reversed. Formerly the 
priests led the people—now the people 


lead the priests. 





The connexion between Rev. Russell 
Streeter and the Society in Watertown, 
has, at his request, been dissolved. 

The connexion between Rey. J. F. My- 
ers, and the First Universalist Society in 
New-York. has also been dissolved. 








ANTPS, 

As Anti-Societies are all the rage, the 
Williamstown Advocate proposes to estab- 
lish one which is much needed at the pre- 
sent time. It is to be called “ The—antj- 
making—editors-pay -postage-on-communi- 
cations Society.” A kind hint to some of 
our patrons, who, if a single number of 
the Herald gets lost, we have eighteen or 
twenty cents to pay for postage. 

We hope all honest men will join the 
“* Anti-neglect-to—pay—the-PRINTERS. 
Society,” forthwith. 





Under the head “ Universalist Review,” 
will be found the commencement of a ge- 
ries of letters addressed to Rey. J, Hawes, 
of Hartford, Con. in reply to the Reasens 
of the latter gentieman for not being a Uni- 
versalist, which have recently been pub- 
lished by the American Tract Society, and 
extensively circulated. We are indebted 
for these letters to the Religious Inquirer, 
a valuable Universalist paper, edited by 
Brs. Rayner, of Hartiord, Con. and Lu- 
cius R, Paige, of Springtield, Mass. 

We acknowledge the receipt of a pam- 
phlet, containing twenty-four 12mo pages, 
from Br. Dolphus Skinner, entitled, “ A 
Solemn Appeal to Liberal Christians, and 
especially to all Universalists.” It con- 
tains much very useful matter, and weuld 
to God that liberal christians would profit 
by the exhortations it contains. We shall 
take an early opportunity of presenting the 
readers of the Herald with a few extracts, 
—a press of other matter excluding them 


from this number. 





We learn from the Philadelphia Reform- 
er, that the Missionary establishment at 
Michilimaninac has petitioned the author- 
ities of that Territory, to exempt its mem- 
bers and all their property from taxation, 
and to relieve them from the ordinary du- 
ties and services of citizens!!! ! 


{c=? Will new subscribers notice the town, 
county, and sfa/e, in which they reside? 
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Lerrers to Rev. Jozrn Hawes, author of 
“ Reasons for not believing in the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, in a series 
of Letters to a friend,”’ lately republished 
in the Tract form by the American Tract 
Society. pp. 60. 

LETTER I. 

Rey. Sir,—I had the pleasure, a few 
weeks since, of receiving your Series of 
Letters, consisting of Reasons for not em- 
bracing the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 
Though they are not free from faults, yet 
[ thank you for the labor you have thus be- 
stowed on me. And in return, I will lay 
before you, as plainly as I can, the resuit 
which your arguments have produced in 
my own mind. In doing this, | must be 
permitted to speak freely, and to address 
you merely as a brother, to whom I owe 
the very same duty that you owe to me, 
the same deference, and no more. God 
forbid that I should call any man on earth 
my master, or shrink from the full expres- 
sion of my sentiments, through fear of of- 
fending. 

First of all, I have a few words to say 
on a very disagreeable topic, the most un- 
pleasant that has occurred in the perusal of 
your Letters. I allude to their stale mis- 
representations of Universalists and of Uni- 
versalism. Every now and then, you so- 
lemnly appeal to me against a notion that 
there is no punishment for the wicked, that 
men may be saved in unbelief, (p. 21.) and 
be admitted to heaven in their wickedness, 
while they are enemies of all righteousness, 
having no meetness of character for that 
blessed world, and no fitness of temper for 
its spiritual services and holy enjoyments, 
(p. 24.)—against a notion that God does 
not hate sin, and that he will not punish it 
in those who, heedless of his threatenings, 
go on still in their trespasses (p. 25.): thus 
insinuating that such is the doctrine of U- 
niversalists. Yet, you knew, all the while, 
that the insinuation was utterly false; as 
you show, by complaining, on p. 48, that 





Universalists hold that “every man who 
sins, is punished to the full extent of his 
guilt,” and by repeatedly holding up this 
last tenet, as one of their most egregious 
errors! (p. 46,47, 49.) Iknow well, that 
you would deeply resent the charge of wil- 
ful slander; but tell me, I pray, what it is, 
to affirm that Universalists preach that 
“there is no judgment day, and no punish- 
ment for the wicked,” (p. 8.) when you, 
at the same time, know that they go far 
beyond you in teaching the certainty of 
punishment? It ought to moderate your 
indignation against them, to discover that 
you have not even called them worse, than 
ycu have actually made yourself, by bear- 
ing false witness. I would not aggravate 
your mortification, were it not that my eye 
rests, at this moment, on uic following 
piece of scurillity, in your 55th and 56th 
pages, which you must read over, because 
it will do you good. You declare that 
“the preaching that is every Sabbath heard 
from the pulpits of Universalists,” is essen- 
tially thus: *“O all ye, my dear hearers, 
who are going with me to the same heav- 
enly kingdom, hear these glad tidings of 
great joy, which God has sent me to preach 
to you. Heisa God who loves all his 
creatures, and has proclaimed his purpose 
to make you and all mankind perfectly and 
forever happy. Are any of you afraid of 
future punishment? There is no such thing. 
All the punishment you shall ever endure 
isin the present life. Are any of you afraid 
of hell? There is no such place. All the 
hell there is, isin present remorse of con- 
science. Let your hearts, therefore, be at 
rest. All of you, whatever be your present 
character, however you may live, and how- 
ever die—all of you may rest assured of 
God's love, and of everlasting happiness 
in heaven.” It is painful to administer the 
rebuke, which this folly demands. What, 
Sir. ought you to say of me, should I de- 
liberately assert that “the preaching which 
isevery Sabbath heard from the pulpit of 
the Orthodox, -is essentially thus: O all ye 
elect, who are going with me to the same 


SO EE ST SE Re 











— 





a ee eee 


260 





NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD, 


ee 








heavenly kingdom, hear these glad tidings 
of great joy, which God has, sent me to 
preach to you. He isa God who loves all 
the elect, whether converted or unconver- 
ted, and has proclaimed his purpose to 
make them all perfectly and forever happy. 
Are any of you afraid of future punish- 
ment? There is no such thing for you. 
Are any of you afraid of hell? There is no 
such place for you. Let your hearts, there- 
fore, be atrest. All of you, whatever be 
your present character, however you may | 
live, and however die, all of you may rest | 
assured of God’s love, and of everlasting 
happiness in heaven ;’ 
you to say of me, should I assert, that such 
essentially, is the strain of preaching heard 
every Sunday from the Orthodox pulpits ? 
Why, you would say that | wasa gross 
calumniator. Then, be not offended that 
[ say the same of you, in the particular in- 
stances just mentioned. And suffer it not 
to excite anger, | beseech you, but rather, 
repentance for the wrong. That it was 
but a momentary guilt in you, I shall be 
happy to acknowledge; your prompt re- 
cantation, or your obstinate perseverance, 
will determine. 

Will you not pause now, and seriously 
consider, whether the immoderate temper 
that hurried you into the foregoing misre- 
presentations, did not also dictate the fol- 
lowing statements: “ Universalism per- 
verts the judgment and stupifies the con- 
science, so that the mind under its influ- 
ence becomes incapable of feeling the force | 
of evidence, and of having any proper sense | 
of moral obligatien.” (p. 50.) And will 
not that temper alone fully account for 
your having “ long regarded,” as you say, 
+a confirmed Universalistas one of the most 
hopeless characters in the community?” 
p. 51. How could you expect to regard 
them otherwise, so long as you indulged 
an antipathy which has thus perverted 
their doctrine, their language, and their 
preaching—and why not their characters ? 
If you would see them in a more favoura- 
ble light, there is no other way, than to 
look upon them through the medium of a 
less passionate and less prejudiced mind. 
Besides, Sir, there are certain degrees of 
obloquy, beyond which if you go, you 
abuse yourself, not your opponents; and 
there is danger in denying them what eve- 
ry body knows they possess: a tolerable 
good judgment, an ordinary perception of 
the force of evidence, and the same con- 
science and sense of moral obligation that 
are common to our race. 

I wish to advance to the consideration 
of your Reasons, but yet I must pause a 


~) 


what, I ask, ought | 


emmy 
few moments on a part of your second let- 
ter, the foulest of the whole number, Yoy 
assert, that when Universalism is preached 
in any populous place, it is “ embraced 
chiefly if not only,” by the ungodly ; and 
that Deists, profane swearers, sabbath, 
breakers, adulterers, drunkards, forniea- 
tors, &c. run together “‘ to hear that there 
is no hell, and that adulterers shall inheri; 
the kingdom of God;” “that the Bible 
lies,” and that there is “no punishment 
| for the wicked.” pp. I quote your 
own words, the reperusal of which wil] 
remind you of some weakness of consej- 
ence and moral obligation nearer home 
than among the Universalists. Passing 
over this, we are still obliged to encounter 
your black list of characters composing at 
Universalist congregation. That it is g 
sheer misrepresentation, | know from a 
personal acquaintance with many societies 
of that denomination ; and so you will he 
told by the candid among your own breth- 
ren in the orthodox ministry. For I have 
had repeated occasions of observing, that 
when they happen to have Universalists in 
their societies, they appear to treat them 
as their most valuable and respectable 
members ; partly, perhaps, to secure their 
support, but partly also, because their cha- 
racters naturally command esteem. All 
this is well known to unprejudiced obsery- 
ers. But how shall |, after all, persuade 
you to do them justice ? You may, indeed, 
| be very easily deterred, at least, from the 
| P ublic repetition of your abuse, by calling 
your attention homewards. I have not 
forgotien, that in your own city of Hart- 
ford, one of your most eminent ministers 
was dismissed, not many years ago, for 
habitual intemperance, about the time that 
‘many of your distinguished preachers 
' were sanctimoniously patronizing another 
notorious drunkard {R. Judson, Esq.] as 
an excellent doc-trinal teacher, and lend- 
ing him your names and your influence to 
put down Universalism. Both of us know 
some of the worst knaves, among the most 
violent professors in orthodox churches ; 
and even in your own congregation, there 
are too many whom you will find it diffi- 
cult to look upon with comfortable sensa- 
tions, while you remember your classifica- 
tion of a Universalist audience. It is 
odious to pursue such comparisons ;—but 
should that ever become necessary, in or- 
der to cool the lust of scandal, it will be 
proper to take into view, not only individ- 
ual instances of vice, but also public and 
systematic wickedness: the history of or- 
thodex murders and persecutions from 
Calvin downwards, the political conspirz- 
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cies in past and present times, under the 
name of religion, the blasphemous trick of 
American revivals as the supernatural work 
of the Holy Ghost, &c. But I think you 
will not ask me to enter on the exposure. 
Let us both, then, have the decency to ac- 
knowledge, that on each side we find none 
but fallible, imperfect men; and that nei- 
ther denomination need say io the other, 
«Stand by yourselves, come not near to 
us, for we are holier than you.” 

Having discharged the most painful part 
of my’ duty, I shall be ready in my next, 


toremark upon your / 


WITHDRAWAL, 


Rev. David Pickering, of Providence, R. 


I. withdrew, some months ago, from the | 


General Convention of Universalists, and 
the Associations under its control. This 
fact has induced many persons to suppose 


hat he has “ denied the faith.” In order 


to remove this impression, we extract the 
following from a communication by him, 


published in several of the eastern papers : 


“ Having been informed that the resig- 
nation of my membership in the General 
Converiion and the Associations under its 
jurisdiction, has been considered by many 
a withdrawal from the Order, and indica- 
tive of some change in my views, i doubt 
not you w illdo me the favour to admit the 
following explanation into the columns of 
the Repository. 

“ My faith in the glorious plan of infinite 
wisdom and love, embracing the ultimate 
perfection and happiness of every son and 
daughter of the human race, by the unme- 
rited srace of God, through his son Jesus 
Christ, has undergone no change for more 
than twenty-five years. 1 have constantly 
devoted my time and feeble talents to its 
defence for nearly twenty years, and should 
my life and health be spared, by the help 
of God, [expect to devote the remnant of | 
my days to the same welcome and heart- | 
cheering truth. 

“T have not, (as it appears some have 
supposed,) withdrawn from the order ot 


Universalists ; but have simply withdrawn ; appeared, 
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*“ We love Him because He first loved 
us.” Here is cause and effect. Our love 
is the effect of God's love, and not the 
cause. 





Modern preachers say, * from hell there 
is no redemption.” David says, “ Thou 
hast delivered my soul from the Lowgst’ 
hell.” 





“ ErernaL Deatn.” Doetors of Divi- 





teasons. Yours, Xe. | nity! be pleased to find this phrase in the 
| Scriptures ; 


you so frequently quote it, that 


| we are anxious to read it for ourselves 
Our readers are probably aware, that 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


TO THE TEAC HERS fN ISRAEL. 
At a funeral, not long since, I heard one 
of your body advance what I deemed x 
new idea, Speaking of death and judg- 
| ment, he said, as near as I can remember 
ithe words, “for immediately afler death 
the judgment,” &c. Should you 
deem this doctrme an innovation on the 
’ and wish to call 
the heretic to an account, his name can be 
had by calling on the editor of the Herald. 
I would, however, advise you to adopt it 








| comes 


“ ancient order of things,’ 


in silence, (as some of you have laid aside 
election, reprobation, damnation of in- 
fants, &c.) as it may obviate some naughty 
objections to the doctrine,of a great day, 
of which you so often speak. - N. B. You 
can, in time, hide the resurrection at a far 
distant period, in the same corner where 
you have hidden some other obsolete no- 





\ tions of your order, and thus send sinners 
endlessly to hell at once, and saints in like 


A. B. G. 


| manner to heaven. 





Query. Would such a thing as infideli- 


° | ty; or anti-christian associations, ever have 


if many christians, many thou- 


from, or resigned my membership in cer- sand times, had not acted unwarrantabiy 


tain self-constituted bodies.” 





“ By grace ye are saved.” So says St. | 


Paul. 
founded on the works of the creature, most 


assuredly preaches “ another gospel.” 


He whe promulgates a salvation | ! 
| misrepresenting to the world the nature 


| towards their fellow men, depriving them 


of life and property, and otherwise inter- 
fering between them and their God, thus 


of Christianity « S. H, 
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[We should be glad to hear from the au- 
thor of the following lines as frequently as 
possible. | 


SABBATH DAY REFLFCTIONS, 
“ There is a God all nature cries.” 


Spirit Divine ! Thou nature’s God, 
Who form’d the hills, and clothed the plains ; 
Direct our hearts to learn thy word, 


Which all creation’s voice proclaims. 


Where’er we turn our wondering eyes, 
Earth’s scenes to view—or skies above ; 
With equal wonder and surprise, 
We read thy wispoM, POWER, and LOVE. 


Some seraph, leave thy bright abode, 
And wing thy way to earth’s cold clime, 
Teach man to walk in wisdom’s road, 

That leads to heaven, and joys divine. 


Then will our bliss on earth begin, 
And all our joys be well refined ; 

No more controlled by deadly sin, 
But trust in God our heavenly friend. 


Misfortune’s sad and powerful dart, 
May spend its force in vain to wound ; 
Where virtue guards the human heart, 
And man obeys God’s great command. 


Thus may our lives flow sweetly on, 
And every hope and wish, enjoyed, 
Till we shall reach our heavenly home, 
Where bliss no more will be alloyed. 
Philadelphia. C. W. A. 
-@@e«.- 
From the Evangelical Magazine. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


“ What in the world is the reason you 
do not preach with us any of late, Br. J.? 
you used to preach with us very often ; 
and for my part, I should be glad to hear 
you again, and frequently,” said a profes- 
sed Universalist to a preacher of that de- 
nomination a short time since. “ Why do 
I not preach with you!” said Mr. J. “ why 
I can’t preach any more—the fol! is all 
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gone.” The toll all gone ! what do you 
mean by that?” said bis anxious friend. 
“ J will tell youa story,” said Mr. J, «4 
few years since, | was acquainted with a 
man who owned a grist mill. He gene. 
rally tended the mill himself; till on a cer 
tain occasion, he was obliged to entrust the 
management of it to his servant John, to 
whom he gave directions about grinding, 
informing him how much toll to take for 
every grist, where the toll bin was, &.— 
The servant, after faithfully tending the 
mill and grinding for a few days, came in- 
to the house one day with breathless anxi- 
ety depicted in his countenance, and in a 
very dejected tone of voice, said, “ Wel], 
massah, can’t grind any more.” What 
is the reason you can’t grind any more, 
John?” said the master. ‘ O, the toll all 
gone, massah.” When the owner of the 
mill came to examine his toll bin, true 
enough,—the toll was all gone. The ser- 
vant had put indo every grist that came to 
be ground, the quantity of toll which he 
should have taken out!” 

The man to whom Mr. J. related this 
story, readily understood the application 
of the expression, the toll is ail gone; for 
it was a fact that Mr. J. had spent a snug 
little property, in travelling and preaching 
at his own charges, without receiving any 
thing for his services. ‘ Whoso readeth. 
let him understand.” 

A Friend of the Miller. 
-@ Me... 
NEW-YORK CONSTELLATION, 
A Prospectus for a work bearing the 
above title, has appeared in this paper, 
and been copied by several others, with 
marks of approbation, and indications ap- 
pear to warrant its success. So great, 
however, is the pressure of the times, that 
the propriety of an experiment must be 
doubtful, and the idea of its publication, 
near the time present, has been relinquish- 


ed. R. CanFienp. 
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